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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
17, 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 21 and 28 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 21 (line 2) recites "the wire". It should recite --a wire-. 

Claim 28 (line 2) recites "the wire". It should recite --a wire-. 
For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that appropriate 
correction has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 21, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 21 (lines 1-2) recites "comprising a string of Christmas lights". It is unclear 
as to what constitutes "Christmas lights" as claim 21 fails to positively recite any 
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structural features or elements which clearly structurally define such lights. It is unclear 
as whether the limitation "Christmas" requires a specific structure, or whether such 
limitation is only naming the element. Accordingly, one is unable to properly determine 
the metes and bounds of such claim. 

Claim 28 (lines 1-2) recites "comprising a string of Christmas lights". It is unclear 
as to what constitutes "Christmas lights" as claim 28 fails to positively recite any 
structural features or elements which clearly structurally define such lights. It is unclear 
as whether the limitation "Christmas" requires a specific structure, or whether such 
limitation is only naming the element. Accordingly, one is unable to properly determine 
the metes and bounds of such claim. Claim 29 depends from claim 28 and is likewise 
rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 10-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zakrzewski et al. (US 6,732,991). 

As to claim 10, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a one-piece lock 115 for use with a slotted 
track system 105 comprising: 
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a body 220 having a wider axis 660 and a narrower axis 655; 
a finger-turnable handle 230; and 

a neck 210 formed integrally with the body at one end and formed integrally with 
the handle at the other end; 

wherein one end of the neck extends from the body in a direction generally 
perpendicular to a plane containing the wider axis and the narrower axis of the body; 

wherein the neck is sized to extend through the slot of a slotted track 105; 

wherein the body is sized to fit loosely within the interior of the slotted track when 
the wider axis is parallel to the track and to fit within the interior of the slotted track with 
opposing ends of the body frictionally engaged with the opposing side walls of the track 
when the narrower axis is parallel to the track; and 

wherein the narrower axis of the body is wider than the slot of the slotted track 
(Figures 1-7B.10A.10B). 

As to claim 1 1 , Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and the neck 210 is formed integrally with the handle at a point near one end 
of the handle (Figure 3). 

As to claim 1 2, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and parallel to the narrower axis 655 of the body 220 (handle 230 is parallel 
to narrow axis 655 in the direction of thickness of the handle; Figure 3). 

As to claim 13, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and parallel to the wider axis 660 of the body 220 (handle 230 is parallel to 
wider axis 660 in the direction of length of the handle; Figure 3). 
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As to claim 14, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the body 220 comprises 
two rounded edges 665 at opposite corners of a generally box-shaped body, which 
edges are parallel to the neck 210 (Figure 5A). 

As to claim 15, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock comprising a collar 215 integrally 
formed with and between the neck 210 and the handle 230 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 16, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the body 220 has two 
opposite sides 665 not parallel to each other, which sides are generally parallel to the 
neck 210 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 17, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein, measured along the 
intersection of the body 220 and a plane passing through the neck 210, a first side 
(having a width 655) of the body adjacent to the neck is wider than an opposing side 
(having a width 657) of the body (Figure 5A). 

As to claim 18, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the body 1 comprises 
two rounded edges 665 at opposite corners of a generally box-shaped body, which 
edges are parallel to the neck 210 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 19, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a lock wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and the neck 210 is formed integrally with the handle at a point near one end 
of the handle (Figure 3). 

As to claim 20, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a track and lock system comprising: 

a track 105 having a box-shaped cross-section with a slot on one side of the box; 

and 

a one-piece lock 115 comprising: 
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a body 220 having a wider axis 660 and a narrower axis 655; 
a finger-turnable handle 230; and 

a neck 210 formed integrally with the body at one end and formed integrally with 
the handle at the other end; 

wherein one end of the neck extends from the body in a direction generally 
perpendicular to a plane containing the wider axis and the narrower axis of the body; 

wherein the neck is sized to extend through the slot; 

wherein the body is sized to fit loosely within the interior of the track when the 
wider axis is parallel to the track and to fit within the interior of the track with opposing 
ends of the body frictionally engaged with opposing side walls of the track when the 
narrower axis is parallel to the track; and 

wherein the narrower axis of the body is wider than the slot (Figures 1- 
7B,10A,10B). 

As to claim 21 , Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system comprising a string 125 of 
lights, wherein a wire of the light string is within the track 105 and held in place by the 
lock 115 (Figures 1,1 0A,1 0B). 

As to claim 22, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the track 105 is 
secured to a house (Figures 1,10A,10B, column 1 lines 29-41). 

As to claim 23, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and parallel to the narrower axis 655 of the body 220 (handle 230 is parallel 
to narrow axis 655 in the direction of thickness of the handle; Figure 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,726 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3679 

As to claim 24, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the handle 230 is 
elongated and parallel to the wider axis 660 of the body 220 (handle 230 is parallel to 
wider axis 660 in the direction of length of the handle; Figure 3). 

As to claim 25, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the body 220 has 
two opposite sides 665 not parallel to each other, which sides are generally parallel to 
the neck 210 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 26, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein, measured along the 
intersection of the body 220 and a plane passing through the neck 210, a first side 
(having a width 655) of the body adjacent to the neck is wider than an opposing side 
(having a width 657) of the body (Figure 5A). 

As to claim 27, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the body 220 
comprises two rounded edges 665 at opposite corners of a generally box-shaped body, 
which edges are parallel to the neck 210 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 28, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system comprising a string 125 of 
lights, wherein a wire 125 of the light string is within the track 105 and held in place by 
the lock 115 (Figures 1,1 0A,1 0B). 

As to claim 29, Zakrzewski et al. disclose a system wherein the track 105 is 
secured to a house (Figures 1,10A,10B, column 1 lines 29-41). 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,726 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3679 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art with respect to 
track locking systems: 

Walker, Sr. (US 4,182,532) and Larson et al. (US 4,471,415) are cited for 
pertaining to systems comprising a slotted track and a lock. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL P. FERGUSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7081 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30am-3:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,726 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3679 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MPF 

04/15/08 



/Michael P. Ferguson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



